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For Immediate Release                                                                                                                May 27, 2013	
Contact: Jeremy Zidek, (907) 428-7125 or cell 441-2337        
		
Press Release:                                          			 
Major Flooding in Galena
State Emergency Operations Center Activated to Provide Assistance

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Major flooding has been reported in Galena. The River Watch Team in Galena is assisting the community respond. The Tribal Chief has requested assistance evacuating residents. A plane is heading from Fairbanks to Galena to evacuate vulnerable residents, such as medically fragile elders. The road to the runway is flooded, but the community is ferrying people through the flooded area.  Power has been turned off in sections of Galena as a precaution. The old school and the air force base are on high ground and are being used as an emergency shelter.

A Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (DHS&EM) Emergency Management Specialist is in Galena and working with the Galena City Manager and Galena Tribal Chief to identify emergency assistance needs. The America Red Cross of Alaska and Tanana Chiefs Conference have prepared a shelter in Fairbanks for evacuated residents. The American Red Cross of Alaska is providing food for shelter activities in Galena. 

The old town is flooded along with other areas of the community. The River Watch Team reports the water has fallen two feet in the last few hours, but water levels have been fluctuating in the last 24-hours. 

Flood Warnings are in effect for Galena, Hughes, and Buckland. Flood Watches are in effect for Koyukuk and Nulato.



 

Follow the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management on Twitter @AlaskaDHSEM. 
Follow the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management on Facebook.
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