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For Immediate Release                                                                                                                May 19, 2013	
Contact: Jeremy Zidek, (907) 428-7077 or 428-7125        
		
Press Release:                                          			 
Major Flooding in Circle
Upper Yukon River Watch Team in Circle Assisting Community

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Major flooding impacted Circle Alaska today. Water rose rapidly 5 to 8 ft this morning and reached or flooded the majority of structures in Circle. All residents and pets are safe. Flood waters are now rapidly receding. 

The Native Village of Circle notified and moved people to safety prior to water spilling over the community’s sea wall. A Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (DHS&EM) Emergency Management Specialist is in Circle and working with the Chief of the Native Village of Circle to identify any emergency assistance needs. No emergency assistance has been requested at this time. 

At this time residents are at the school, store and a location near the post office. The power system and washateria appear intact and operational. The on-scene Emergency Management Specialist reports that all the homes in the community have been impacted by some type of flooding and several homes have been pushed off of their foundations. 

DHS&EM has recalled staff to the State Emergency Operation Center (SEOC) and is planning to dispatch a three person Emergency Response Team to Circle. The SEOC has contacted state and non-governmental organizations and requested they notify their organizations that emergency assistance may be necessary in Circle. 

The National Weather Service Alaska-Pacific River Forecast Center has a Flood Warning in effect for Circle, and a Flood Watch in effect for Fort Yukon. The Upper Yukon River Watch Team is continuing to monitor river conditions and alert communities downriver. The Alaska State Troopers have dispatched a Trooper and helicopter to assess the situation in circle. 

 
Follow the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management on Twitter @AlaskaDHSEM. 
Follow the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management on Facebook.
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