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For Immediate Release                                                                                                                June 3, 2013	
Contact: State Emergency Operations Center PIO, (907) 428-7125        
		
Press Release:                                          			 
State Disaster Declaration Activates Recovery Program

ANCHORAGE, Alaska –Governor Sean Parnell declared a state disaster on May 31, 2013 for the 2013 Spring Floods which affected communities in several areas of the state. Parnell’s declaration directs the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (DHS&EM) to activate the State disaster recovery programs, including Public and Individual Assistance. 

The eligible areas identified in the declaration are the Alaska Gateway Regional Education Attendance Area (REAA), including the community of Eagle; the Yukon Flats REAA, including the communities of Circle and Fort Yukon; the Yukon-Koyukuk REAA, including the communities of Hughes and Galena; and the Copper River REAA, including the area of Sourdough.

“As River Watch continues to monitor potential ice jams, DHS&EM is stabilizing flooded communities and initiating the recovery process. Damage assessment will begin on the Upper Yukon on June 7, followed by lower areas of the Yukon River as soon as flood impacted communities are ready to receive our teams,” said John Madden, director of DHS&EM.

The state’s Public Assistance Program is designed to help state, local and tribal governmental entities, as well as certain private non-profit organizations, restore infrastructure damaged by a specific event to pre-disaster conditions.  Funding will be available for emergency protective measures, temporary and permanent repairs to infrastructure, and technical and funding assistance needed to repair or replace damaged facilities.

The state Individual Assistance (IA) program is designed to provide financial assistance to individuals or families for damages or expenses to primary residence, primary mode of transportation, essential personal property and Medical/funeral/dental needs, created as a direct result of a declared disaster and for which other assistance is either unavailable or inadequate. 


Follow the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management on Twitter @AlaskaDHSEM. 
Follow the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management on Facebook.
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