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For Immediate Release                                                                                                                May 22, 2013	
Contact: Jeremy Zidek, (907) 428-7125 or cell: (907) 441-2337
		
Press Release:                                          			 
State Responds to Upper Yukon Floods
Eagle and Circle Cleans Up as Fort Yukon Braces for Floods

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – The State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) is supporting flood response and clean-up activities in Circle. SEOC is also working with Fort Yukon, and other downstream communities as they brace for flooding. The River Watch Team, based in Fairbanks, continues to fly stretches of the Upper Yukon River and provide current river break-up conditions and forecasts. A State Incident Management Team is in Circle to help the community respond and begin recovering from the flooding that occurred. 

In anticipation of flooding, the City of Fort Yukon declared a disaster emergency and requested state assistance for emergency protective measures, damage to individual property and public infrastructures, and technical assistance. Fort Yukon is urging residents to move valuables to higher ground, and prepare food, water, and other essential supplies if sheltering and/or evacuation is necessary. One care giver and seven Fort Yukon elders, who are medically fragile, have been evacuated to Fairbanks. The Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC) is supporting the evacuated elders. 

Fort Yukon is communicating with the State Emergency Operations Center, TCC, the Alaska State Troopers, the American Red Cross of Alaska, and other agencies. The school in Fort Yukon is available as an emergency shelter. No one is in the shelter at this time.  

 Beaver, Stevens Village, Rampart, and Tanana are also taking steps to prepare for flooding. 

There is a Yukon River Flood Warning in effect for Fort Yukon, and Flood Watch in effect for Beaver, Stevens Village, Rampart and Tanana. A Kuskokwim River Flood Watch is in effect for the Kuskokwim River Valley near Crooked Creek. 

The American Red Cross of Alaska deployed two volunteers to the village of Circle. The village is feeding 25 people with support from the Fairbanks Community Food Bank and the Red Cross.  The Red Cross has provided clothing and other emergency assistance.   

Photographs and additional information can be found at www.ready.alaska.gov/updates

Follow the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management on Twitter @AlaskaDHSEM. 
Follow the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management on Facebook.
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